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Built in the nineteenth century by a charismatic go-getter named Ferdinand de Lesseps, the Suez

Canal was less an engineering feat than one of diplomacy and "people-managing." The Building of

the Suez Canal examines the historical background of the project -- dating back to the Pharoahs --

as well as the diffiulties encountered by the workers as they dug the 100-mile ditch through the

African desert.
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"Explains how architectural decisions were made in response to changing technologies and tastes

as the structures were built, destroyed, and rebuilt. She presents additional material in sidebars

about the...specific architectural features, and important individuals."  -- School Library Journal

(September 2001) (School Library Journal 20010901)"A variety of illustrations and contemporary

remarks about the building complement and enhance the text."  -- Calliope (April 2002) (UNKNOWN

20020401)"This well-researched account is packed with detailed information about the technical

principles of construction, architectural features, and maintenance of these important...structures.

Extensive use of quotes from primary and secondary sources present interesting descriptions of life

and customs...and the problems that needed to be addressed - both technical and administrative -



to make these structures possible. Sidebars provide biographical material about major designers

and builders. Overall, a well-organized, lucidly written resource."  -- School Library Journal (March

2001) (School Library Journal 20010301)

Easy reading with all the history. More detailed "Parting the Waters" by Zachary Karabell for those

who want more depth.

Coherent, readable, concise story of the Suez Canal. As far as I could tell, accurate as well.

Recommended as an overview.
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